OLIVE THOMAS IN
PITTSBURGH

A TOUR OF THE LIFE OF OLIVE BEFORE SHE SET OUT FOR NEW YORK




Prospect Alley in Charleroi, PA. Olive was born somewhere along this route but the
census taker does not list an address.
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Olive R Duffy

1900 United States
Federal Census

Detail

Name

Age

Birth Date
Birthplace
Home in 1900

Street
Sheet
Number

Number of
Dwelling in
Order of
Visitation
Family
Number
Race

Gender

Relation to
Head of
House

Marital Status

Related

(=) X

X | W Charleroi, Pei +

@ =

Source

Olive R Duffy

5

Oct 1894
Pennsylvania, USA

Charleroi,
Washington,
Pennsylvania

Prospect
15

244

290

White
Female

Daughter

Single

1900 census. As you can see, Olive was living on Prospect St at this time.
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Close up of the 1900 census



FUNERAL SERVICES
- FOR MRS. M’'CORMICK

Funeral services for Jrs Olive-
rettc H. McCormick, 79 years old.
smndmother of Olive Thomas, metion
vittire star and wife of Jack Pick-

" ford, who died in Panis a few years
ago, took place yesterday aftermoon
“lat ker home iy 473 Center avenve,
verona  Mrs, McCormick, who up
rruntil 2bout 6 years ago resided
“y Third street, Charlero, and was fa-
“|miiarly known by everyone as
*' ¢ Granamother,” was found desd n
\;beu last Thursday mormng, when a
|velative broke in the door. The de-
“icsased was  a pioneer resident of
" Cherleroi, coming to this borough
“'when 3t was nothing more than a
’ vist farm, and was wellknown and
_ exteemed here.
s+ s, McCormick had reared Olive
“1Themas from the time she was four
~ years old until she entered filmdom
4 8t the age of 16 years. Deputy Cor-
oncr John Aldizert, investigating the
. woman’s death, leamned from neigh-
o' bors that Mrs, McCormick was re-
. luctant to believe that Olive Themas
o was dead and often remarked that thei
,,pfilm star some time would come to'F
i %te her. The aged woman lived as a|b_'
s'recluse and was care for by a riece, | o
who resided a short distance away.|
ity The death was submitted to a cor- B"
-, onei’s jyury Saturday and it was it
n'fovnd that she died from natural|’’
\t' causes '“

07 4 E 23 TehaflérBichnaifniat-g371924-p4 £ 7

(@}

This is an article from 1924 about Olive’s grandmother. It states that she raised Olive
until she left for “filmdom” and that she lived on Third St in Charleroi. This cannot be
as the census has her living in McKees Rocks at that time and she was employed at
Hornes Dept store. Apocryphal stories like this have a way of mudding up the historic
record. While she may have had a hand in raising Olive to some degree, she did not
live with her.




1910 United States Federal Census for Olive Duffey

Pennsylvania > Allegh > McKeesRocks > District 0149
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Olive Duffey

1910 United States
Federal Census

Detail

Name
Agein1910
Birth Date
Birthplace
Home in1910

Street
Race
Gender

Relation to
Head of
House

Marital Status
Father's
Birthplace

Mother's
Name

Mother's
Birthplace

Native Tongue

Occunation

Related  Source

Olive Duffey
15

1895
Pennsylvania

McKees Rocks,
Allegheny,
Pennsylvania, USA

Patterson Street
White

Female

Step Daughter

Single

Ohio

Lorena Vankirk
Pennsylvania

English
Saloc Girl

1910 Census. Olive was now living on Patterson St
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Close up of the 1910 census



110 Patterson Ave, McKees Rocks, PA. Olive lived here
after moving with her mother and step-father. Krug, here
first husband stated that she lived for a time in Glassport
on a family farm before moving to McKees Rocks. | have

turned up no evidence of this. But that doesn’t mean it
wasn’t true.



Olive worked here as a wrapping girl. The photo on the left is from Wiki-Commomes.
The one on the right is my photo.



Olive and later her husband Bernard Krug Thomas liked to hang out at Jenkins Arcade.

The building is gone and the Highmark Building sits on it’s footprint. The photo on the
left is a public domain photograph and the one on the right was taken by me. Olive

spent her movere here on Chocolate Sodas.
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“"ABIE'S IRISH R ke
SHIRLEY MASON “SWEET ROSIE O°GRADY

Another place the couple liked to visit was the movie house. Cameo Theatre
347 5th Avenue,

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/24243
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
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Today the Wine and Spirits shop is where the theater once stood.
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404 Woodward Ave, McKeesrocks, PA. This was Krug’s
parents house where the couple lived for the first six
months. They moved into an apartment in the Flats of

McKees Rocks afterwards but | cannot locate the address
at this time.
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Bernard Krug Thomas is

in an unmarked grave
right here.

After their divorce, Krug never remarried. He went back to live with his parents and
died there. He is buried in an unmarked grave next to his mother.
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Me in 2021 at the gravesite.
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