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OLIVE THOMAS IN 
PITTSBURGH

A TOUR OF THE LIFE OF OLIVE BEFORE SHE SET OUT FOR NEW YORK



Prospect Alley in Charleroi, PA. Olive was born somewhere along this route but the 
census taker does not list an address.
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1900 census. As you can see, Olive was living on Prospect St at this time.
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Close up of the 1900 census
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This is an article from 1924 about Olive’s grandmother. It states that she raised Olive 
until she left for “filmdom” and that she lived on Third St in Charleroi. This cannot be 
as the census has her living in McKees Rocks at that time and she was employed at 
Hornes Dept store. Apocryphal stories like this have a way of mudding up the historic 
record. While she may have had a hand in raising Olive to some degree, she did not 
live with her. 
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1910 Census. Olive was now living on Patterson St 
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Close up of the 1910 census
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110 Patterson Ave, McKees Rocks, PA. Olive lived here 
after moving with her mother and step-father. Krug, here 
first husband stated that she lived for a time in Glassport 
on a family farm before moving to McKees Rocks. I have 
turned up no evidence of this. But that doesn’t mean it 
wasn’t true.  
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Olive worked here as a wrapping girl. The photo on the left is from Wiki-Commoms. 
The one on the right is my photo.
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Olive and later her husband Bernard Krug Thomas liked to hang out at Jenkins Arcade. 
The building is gone and the Highmark Building sits on it’s footprint. The photo on the 
left is a public domain photograph and the one on the right was taken by me. Olive 
spent her movere here on Chocolate Sodas.
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Another place the couple liked to visit was the movie house. Cameo Theatre
347 5th Avenue,
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/24243
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

11



Today the Wine and Spirits shop is where the theater once stood.
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404 Woodward Ave, McKeesrocks, PA. This was Krug’s 
parents house where the couple lived for the first six 
months. They moved into an apartment in the Flats of 
McKees Rocks afterwards but I cannot locate the address 
at this time. 
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After their divorce, Krug never remarried. He went back to live with his parents and 
died there. He is buried in an unmarked grave next to his mother. 
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Bernard Krug Thomas is 
in an unmarked grave 

right here.



Me in 2021 at the gravesite. 
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